






Happy St. Martin of Tours Feast Day! 
 
St. Martin of Tours Feast Day is on Novem-
ber 11th, but we are celebrating it this Sun-
day so that it is easier for our community to 
participate. Although we transferred it to 
Sunday, the Scripture readings for this Sun-
day take precedent –this Sunday’s readings 

cannot replace readings of St. Martin of Tours. 

Interestingly, the Gospel this Sunday is about a poor widow who 
gives everything – her two coins, to the Temple treasury. 

Jesus praises her generosity although she does not have much: 
“Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those 
who are contributing to the treasury.  For all of them have con-
tributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has 
put in everything she had, all she had to live on." Her generous 
spirit is reflected in the life of St. Martin. The well-known fact of 
his life is that he gives half of his cloak to a poor man.  Later, 
Jesus appears to him in a dream wearing that half of the cloak. 
What is the value of half of a cloak? What is the value of two 
small coins? They don’t have any value! The value lies in the 
intention and circumstance of the giver, who has little except a 
generous heart to share with those who are even less fortunate.  

I had the honor of presiding at the wedding ceremony of a 
young couple who chose this Gospel passage for their wedding. 
It was the first time ever for me to read this Gospel at a wed-
ding, so I asked them why they would choose this passage.  
Their answer was simple: they wanted to promise each other 
that they would be like this poor widow in giving all they have to 
each other!  

Secondly, the widow’s generosity demonstrates the exploitation 
of the poor by the religious system. The scribes were religious 
scholars, proud of their status, dressed to be recognized.  Along 
with the Pharisees, they contrived to impose twenty-four differ-
ent kinds of Temple taxes on the people, thus putting the poor 
in a terrible dilemma: either go hungry or break the law.  "They 
devour the property of widows," Jesus said. In other words, they 
did not care about the poor! Authority at that time and also in 
our own time is mostly self-serving.  

On this Feast Day of our Patron Saint, the Committee for the 
Poor kicks off their Annual Christmas Bags and Coat and Blan-
ket Drive to serve the less fortunate. They have worked very 
hard and I ask for your support to make their effort successful. 
Thank you. 
 

Fr. Ben 

 

St Martin of Tours Directory 
 
ADULT EDUCATION      
Fr. Donie Keohane      (310) 476-7403                  doniekay@aol.com  
 
ALTAR SERVERS    
Helen Reale                  (310) 889-1848        HReale@verizon.net 
 
ART & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE           
Jeff  DiMarzio                                                    dimarzio@adelphia.net  
 
CATHOLIC-JEWISH DIALOGUE GROUP    
Bette & George Harris                                           Bnapharris@aol.com 
 
COMMITTEE FOR THE POOR          
 Mary & Mike Walker      (310) 820-8453  
 
CONFIRMATION &  YOUTH MINISTRY  
Michelle Fanara  & Steve Martinez      (310) 476-7403   EXT. 248           
    SMTyouth@saintmartinoftours.com  
 
DEVELOPMENT/STEWARSHIP   
Kent Steffes                                                         kent@kentsteffes.com 
 
EARLY CHILHOOD RELIGIOUS PROGRAM 
Jennifer Jenkins & April Bibawi                                 jjen555@aol.com 
 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER OF THE SICK  
Elaine Malouf                  (310) 472-8735 
 
FAMILY MASS COORDINATOR   
Vera Eck                           (310) 493-1553             veraeck@gmail.com  
 
FINANCE COUNCIL   
Susan Wegleitner             swegleitner@delphia.net 
  
FIRST COMMUNION  
Michelle Berlin       (310) 476-7403 EXT. 235            
              smtchurchlady@aol.com 
            
HOSPITALITY              
Suzanne Sanders-Trepany                   Suzannesellshouses@gmail.com 
 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS   
Tim Trepany                  (310) 384-3699          smtknights@gmail.com.  
 
LECTORS & EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS    
Joan Hoppock                                                joan.hoppock@gitool.com 
 
PARISH COUNCIL   
Jeff Daly                                                               jeffreydaly@msn.com 
  
SAFEGUARD THE CHILDREN COMMITTEE  
Alex Paen                  (310) 476-7403        
              safeguardchildren@saintmartinoftours.com 
          
RESPECT LIFE COMMITTEE 
Judy Salz                        (310) 476-9234   
Christina Conkle             (310) 393-6274  
 
TOGETHER IN MISSION  
Joseph Schirripa               (310) 476-7403 
 
USHERS  
Don Keegan                                                donkofc14660@yahoo.com. 
 
YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY   
Kelly Schmidt                                       yadult@saintmartinoftours.com 


