






LITURGY 
 ALTAR SERVERS   Helen Reale 
 (310) 889-1848        HReale@verizon.net 
 
 ART & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE          Jeff  DiMarzio 
                dimarzio@adelphia.net  
  
 EARLY CHILHOOD RELIGIOUS PROGRAM 
        Jennifer Jenkins & April Bibawi     jjen555@aol.com 
 
  FAMILY MASS COORDINATOR  Vera Eck  
      (310) 493-1553             veraeck@gmail.com  
  
  HOSPITALITY             Suzanne Sanders-Trepany  
                 Suzannesellshouses@gmail.com 
 
     LECTORS & EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
 Joan Hoppock  joan.hoppock@gitool.com 
 
         USHERS  Don Keegan 
            donkofc14660@yahoo.com. 
 
 

SACRAMENTS & RELIGIOUS EDUATION 
  ADULT EDUCATION   Fr. Donie Keohane  
  (310) 476-7403   doniekay@aol.com  
   
  FIRST COMMUNION  
  Michelle Berlin (310) 476-7403 EXT. 235 
           smtchurchlady@aol.com 
 
  YOUTH MINISTRY & CONFIRMATION 
        Michelle Fanara  & Steve Martinez 
         (310) 476-7403   EXT. 248  
        SMTyouth@saintmartinoftours.com  
 
OUTREACH 
 CATHOLIC-JEWISH DIALOGUE GROUP 
 Bette & George Harris      Bnapharris@aol.com 
 
 COMMITTEE FOR THE POOR 
       Mary & Mike Walker   (310) 820-8453  
 
  EUCHARISTIC MINISTER OF THE SICK 
       Elaine Malouf (310) 472-8735 
 
 KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  
       Tim Trepany (310) 384-3699 
        smtknights@gmail.com.  
 
 SAFEGUARD THE CHILDREN COMMITTEE 
        Alex Paen (310) 476-7403      
         safeguardchildren@saintmartinoftours.com 
 
SOCIAL JUSTICE  
 RESPECT LIFE COMMITTEE 
       Judy Salz (310) 476-9234   
        Christina Conkle (310) 393-6274  
 
 TOGETHER IN MISSION 
       Joseph Schirripa (310) 476-7403 
 
 

FINANCE COUNCIL  Susan Wegleitner    
   swegleitner@delphia.net 
  
PARISH COUNCIL  Jeff Daly          jeffreydaly@msn.com 
  
Development/Stewardship     Kent Steffes    kent@kentsteffes.com 

 

“For I do not seek to understand that I may 
believe, but I believe in order to under-
stand. For this I believe that unless I be-
lieve, I should not understand”            —
St. Anselm of Canterbury. 
 

Typically, we want to understand first 
before we can accept and then to be-

lieve. Scientific methods teach us this pattern, and we 
tend to apply this pattern to  many aspects of our daily 
life. Before we commit to anything, we want to see a 
proven pattern or a successful test before we accept it. 
However, when it comes to religious mysteries like the 
Body and Blood of Jesus, this pattern would present an 
obstacle for us simply because we don’t understand 
these mysteries. St. Anselm, with the quote above, 
helps us to realize that when it comes to God we have 
to make a leap of faith. Reason has its limit. It cannot 
penetrate a mystery. 
 

"This teaching is difficult.  Who can accept it?" This time it 
is not the “crowds” but it is Jesus' disciples who made 
this complaint. They follow ed Jesus, but they could 
not understand the mystery and so couldn’t believe. It 
is only with faith that they will be able to see and 
grasp the triple mystery which has been revealed to 
them, namely, (1) the incarnation (I am the bread that 
came down from heaven, 6:41); (2) the redemption (the 
bread that I give is my flesh for the life of the world, 6:51); 
(3) the ascension and glorification (the Son of Man will 
ascend to where he was before, 6:62). Peter’s response, 
"Master, to whom we shall go? You have the words of eter-
nal life” reflects the faith-filled, free and whole-hearted 
decision of the early Christian community to follow 
Jesus and his teaching.  
 

Why is the Gospel offensive and scandalous?  It is be-
cause God's ways are not our ways.  It is offensive be-
cause it is costly.  When Christ calls us to eat his flesh 
and to drink his blood, he is inviting us to participate 
in his death.  The Christians who first read this Gospel 
experienced persecution.  They knew martyred Chris-
tians, and they knew Christians who had avoided mar-
tyrdom by compromising their faith. The Gospel with 
no offense would be like a fake medicine – having a 
name but having no power to heal.  I remember a story 
of a young, newly ordained priest who received a loud 
applause after his first homily and he ran to the old 
pastor to report it. The old pastor responded jokingly, 
“When Jesus preached, they crucified him. So, I won-
der what did you say that they cheered for you?”  
 
We all must be saintly people when God’s word is no 
longer a challenge for our life . 
 
Fr. Ben 


