








Please pray for our sick relatives and friends
Harold Martinez, Alexandra Payne, Kaylee Cote,

Forough Mesbahzadeh, Howard Kaufman, Joy Vinasirt

Jessie Snyder, Krissy Kobata, Mary Munjone, Carm|
Vella, Ellen Kelly Daley, Juan J. Ortega, Kivi lrwin,
Bill Schroder.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: 2 Thes 1:1-5, 11-12; Mt 23:13-22
Tuesday: 2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17; Mt 23:23-26
Wednesday: 2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18; Mt 23:27-32
Thursday: 1 Cor 1:1-9; Mt 24:42-51

Friday: 1 Cor 1:17-25; Mk 6:17-29
Saturday: 1 Cor 1:26-31; Mt 25:14-30
Sunday: Jer 20:7-9; Ps 63; Rom 12:1-2;

Mt 16:21-27

MASSES FOR THE WEEK

Saturday, August 23
8:15 — Raymundo Fullo, R.I.P. Fr. Donie
4:15 — Confessions Fr. Ben
5:30 — Harold & Yellie Chan, R.I.P  Fr. Ben
Sunday, August 24
7:30 — John Sarandon, R.1.P. Fr. Ben
9:00 — Maria & Marian Wojtas, R.I.P. Fr. Ed
10:30 — Mary Jo Lyon Kenny, R.I.P.  Fr. Donie
12:00 — Our Parishioners Fr. Stephen
5:30 — The Gaetano Brittelli Fam., R.I.IFr. Donie

Monday, August 25

7:00 — Dr. Edward Colbert, R.I.P

8:15 — Anunciacion Querubin, R.1.P.
Tuesday, August 26

7:00 — Frank Whalen, R.I.P.

8:15 — Rose James, R.I.P.
Wednesday, August 27

7:00 — Catherine Bennett R.I.P.

8:15 — Phillip Chan, R.1.P.
Thursday, August 28

8:15 — Alexandra Tautkus, R.I.P.
Friday, August 29

8:15 — Alexandra Tautkus, R.I.P.

Saturday, August 30

8:15 — Ivona Grabski, Spec. Int. Fr. Ben

4:15 — Confessions Fr. Donie

5:30 — Edward Kroll , R.I.P Fr. Ed
Karen Schmitz, R.I.P.

Sunday, August 31

7:30 — Joan Lanava, R.I.P. Fr. Donie

9:00 — Chris Rubin, R.I.P. Fr. Ben

10:30 — Dr. Edward Colbert, R.I.P.  Fr. Donie

12:00 — Our Parishioners Fr. Ben

5:30 — Rosario & Mary Bruno, R.I.P. Fr. Stephen

Our Second Annual Parish BBQ is on

Saturday, August 30and | invite you tq

join us even for a short time. | would

like to ask you to give us a call to let s

know if you plan to come so that we cgn
adequately prepare for everyone. Thank

you.

Caesarea Philippi, about 20 miles north
of the Sea of Galilee, is a place that had gone throug

some name changes. It was a Canaanite site for the
ship of Baal. Later, it was called Paneas where the G
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god Pan was revered. Then Herod the Great came ol the

scene and built a temple to Caesar Augustus, and lat
Herod’s son Philip enlarged the town and renamed it
Tiberius Caesar and himself. That's how the name of
district became Caesarea Philippi. It marked a partne
between Caesar and Philip.

Matthew takes the time to mention the name of the pl
because it matters to Matthew that Peter calls Jesus

Messiah” in the shadow of a Roman temple, in a plac
where pagans and Jews had worshiped their gods fo
turies. Labeling Jesus as the Massis a real slap in the
face to all of the false Messiahs who were revered on
spot: Herod the Great, Caesar Augustus, Philip, Tibe
Caesar.

Br
after
the

rship

ace
the

[

cen-

that
us

According to people’s thought at that time, the Messiah is

the “anointed one,” the long-awaited king who is ex-
pected to save his people from oppression. Politically

this confession is a dangerous statement because it may

stir up the revolution against the Romans that people

been waiting for. Religiously, it would put Jesus in a gi-

have

lemma to prove or to “provide signs” from God that he is

the Messiah. It is a no-win situation for Jesus. That is
why he demands them not to tell anyone. Interestingl
Peter knows tha&lentity of Jesus as the Messiah, but h
in the subsequent passages, does not knomiggonof
Jesus as the Messiah.

The settings of Peter’s confession remind us of being
counter-cultural in our time. We must speak the langy
of generosity in a world of self-interest; the language
forgiveness in a world of retaliation; the language of

compassion in a world of harsh judgment; the langua
encouragement in a world of malicious gossip; the lan
guage of worship and praise in a world of relentless ¢
cism and complaint.

This is the language we are challenged to speak tod3
is as bold and surprising as tiverds of Peter in the disH
trict of Caesarea Philippi.

Fr. Ben
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